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right centre of the allied army, which found themselves
opposed to the French cavalry, an immense mass of sixty-
three squadrons (7,560 sabres), and got engaged by a
mistake before the rest of the army was in line. While
the columns were deploying, an order came down from
Ferdinand that when the troops advanced it should be with
drums beating. General Sporcken, who commanded the
right centre, fancying that he was ordered to advance at once
with drums beating, set off straightway with what regi-
ments were formed, leaving the rest to follow as best they
infantry of could. With the utmost steadfastness these
rece?ve?he tro°Ps advanced across the plain over an in-
chargeof terval of i,5oo paces, with the French bat-
ravSry, and teries playing on their flanks, delivered their
rout them. fire at ten paces3 distance, then received the
charge of eleven squadrons, and beat them off. The se-
cond line charged with as little success. Then the
Carabineers and Gendarmerie of the reserve, eighteen
squadrons of the choicest troops of France, swept down
with tremendous fury on the unyielding battalions. The
first line was broken through in several places, but the
second received them with so hot a fire that they also
had to retire.
Then was the opportunity for the cavalry of the allies
to dash in and complete the ruin. The French centre
was in confusion; their left even yet was not completely
formed. The charge of a few squadrons must have
routed them utterly, and, hemmed in as they were be-
tween the Weserand the morass, with the Bastau and the
hills in their rear, very few indeed could have escaped.
Sackviiie But cavalry was not forthcoming. On Ferdi-
refuses to nand's right were fourteen English and ten
with the Hanoverian squadrons (3,331 sabres), under
cavalry. Lord Qeorge Sackviiie, but though aide-de-
camp after aide-de-camp was sent to him, Sackviiie could
• not be induced to advance. At length Ferdinand, in

